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Another good day at Avon Springs, with
good fishing and some super weather.
Yours truly was given the pleasure of being
Day Captain the following is my account of
the day.

Driving towards Avon Springs in the dense fog on

Saturday morning while following distant red lights of the
vehicle in front, the thought the day’s fishing ahead was
somewhat lost on me. Snow at Duncton Mill, Fog at Avon
Springs, whatever next?

Well what followed after a foggy start was almost sun
bathing weather with topcoats, jumpers and fleeces being
discarded around the lakes.

Nineteen anglers arrived at Avon Springs in good time to
tackle up and then enjoy the superb breakfast that was
provided by the lovely ladies in the club house, yours truly

What a change in the weather. o .
This montage is a combination of two photo’s taken from almost the same gave the pre match b”ef'ng with a rundown of what were

spot one at the start of the day the other at the end of the day. acceptable flies to use, those that were not, and a
summary of the fishery rules.

Avon Springs has two lakes, Willow Lake of about 3 acres and Club Lake about 5 acres both spring fed. Unfortunately this
time as the last time Willow Lake was suffering from a large weed bloom this made the fishing even more challenging
than normal, though there were fish taken in the weed free areas.

The day’s rules were kept simple, the fishery being divided into three sections and three 40 minute sessions taking us up
to 11.30. After this free roaming was allowed, given there were only nineteen fishing everyone seemed to be getting a
share of any hot spots. We stopped for lunch at 12.30 where the usual chatter of what fly’s, how deep, how fast to
retrieve was enjoyed. After lunch with the lakes rested they continued to fish well however just 5 anglers managed to get
to their bag limit, but there were some excellent full tailed examples being caught by members.

| walked the lakes two or three times chatting to everyone to see how they were getting on, both asking advice from
those that were catching and passing on this advice to those who were struggling, it was clear to me that everyone who
made the effort to attend were very glad that they did so.

By close at 4.15pm 19 anglers caught 47 fish. At the weigh in, with the help of Mike and others it was Rob Wise who came
out on top with three fish for 15lbs 90z his biggest fish a cracking 8lbs 120z. his prize being a day ticket at the fishery,
honours for the next best bag went to Joe Tufo with a bag of 15Ib 50z and a biggest fish of 5lb 20z.

Following the final weigh-in the raffle was drawn. The raffle was very
generously supported by all attending with a few antique VHS tapes
among the many prizes, again members are to be applauded for their
generosity in supplying prizes and buying tickets.

All in all a hard day for many at this fishery, but it was noted that the
size of fish at Avon Springs had diminished somewhat and that there
were a high number of 2lb -3lb fish and a fewer number of 5lb plus
coming out, maybe a sign of the times!

| thank you all for making my job as day captain a pleasure.

Bl Berlott
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SECRETARY’S REPORT

Those of you who attended Avon Springs last month will
know that our Chairman Mike Stephens has recently moved
to Yorkshire, in view of this Mike has tendered his
resignation from the club.

Mike stepped into the role after George became ill and
when George passed away some two years ago he took on
the role, in his words “On a temporary basis”. Well
temporary has lasted more than two years and during this
time Mike has made a significant contribution to the club,
for which I am sure we all appreciate. We wish him and
Maree much happiness in their new home and a happy and
long well-earned retirement.

I am delighted he will be coming to Avington for our 30th
anniversary event and hope he will accept our invitation to
bow out by being the Day Captain.

In the short term Joe Tufo will take on the role of Chairman
until our AGM in December.

Hon Secretary

LOST & FOUND

If you left a Bass Bag at Avon Springs then | have it. Just let me
know when you get to Avington, | will be pleased to return it.

Bl Berloth

NEXT OUTING
AVINGTON 12th May

Full details in the briefing to follow

END OF DAY RESULTS

Winner: BEST BAG
Rob Wise 3 fish for 15lb 90z

BIGGEST FISH :
Rob wise with a fish of 8 Ibs 12 oz

Total number of anglers 19
Total Number of fish caught 47

RAVENSTHORPE RESERVOIR

On the last day of March | joined pals Alan Carleton and Rob Edmonds for a
days fishing on Ravensthorpe, the three of us shared the wheely
boat for what turned out to be a trying day. Having kept our
eye’s on the weather forecast we were hopeful of a dull
overcast day with a bit of a chill and light winds. After a
dry cold 8am start the weather changed and what
followed was a very wet blustery day, but it’s funny
how you don’t notice the weather too much when
you are catching fish and catch we did, with a total
of 28 to the net with at least another dozen that
gave a good account of themselves but escaping
before we could net them and enough tugs and
pulls to keep us on our toe’s all day.

Rob acting as our guide/ghillie for the day provided the tackle, fly’s and
knowledge of where we would most likely to be over fish, though he only
fished for about an hour in total, he managed to catch as many as Alan and |
had until we finally gave into the weather at 4.30pm. Rob out-fished us using
the same tackle and same fly’s over the same spots but then he is in a
different class.

There is of course a cost if you want to be guided for a day by the one of the
best reservoir fly fishermen in the country, but | can recommend that for a
great day out and with cost shared by two it is something you should try at
least once a year.

In May | will be joining friends for a few days fishing the Reservoir’s in the
Northampton area, at the moment we have one or two rods going spare for
fishing DRAYCOTE WATER on the 17" of May. Should you fancy joining us for
the day let me know and | will let you have full details.

The post code is CV23 8AB if you would like to see where it is and find out
your journey time.

Bl Bentoth




St Michael Fly Fishers ........... GALLERY with thanks to Joe Tufo




St Michael Fly Fishers .......... GALLERY cont.

MY THANKS AGAIN TO JOE TUFO FOR HIS GREAT PHOTO’S A FEW OF THEM ARE SHOWN IN THIS MATCH REPORT, MANY OTHERS ARE
AVAILABLE TO SEE ON OUR CLUB WEB SITE.




